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THIS SOLDIER LIFE: THE DIARIES OF ROMINE H. OSTRANDER, 1863
AND 1865, IN COLORADO TERRITORY (PAPERBACK)

Colorado Historical Society,U.S., United States, 2007. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 152 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. Romine Ostrander, born in 1837 in Roseville, Illinois, had made his way to
Colorado as a private in the First Colorado Cavalry by the time he was twenty-five. On February 26, 1863, he
bought a small, leather-bound diary; over the next three years he filled this volume and two more with his
thoughts, travels, and frustrations. The delicate, well-worn diaries accompanied the private in his saddlebags
over miles of dusty Colorado trails, but eventually they disappeared. The 1863 and 1865 journals resurfaced in
1922 in a warehouse in Fresno. Annotated for historic interest but otherwise unedited, they oHer a fascinating
and infectious read - the young author creates a vivid portrait of frontier Colorado and comments on the
events of his day: the Sand Creek Massacre, the Civil War, Lee s surrender, and his own encounters with
Arapahos, Cheyennes, Comanches, Apaches, and Cherokees. Jan. 24, 1865: I have had pretty spirited arguments
with these third reg t ducks sometimes about the barbarity of indiscriminately murdering defenseless women
and children of the Indians at sand creek. Some of them deny that any thing of the kind was done except in the
general action when there was no telling the diHerence; and some acknowledge that there were women and
children killed aIer the general action was over; but argue that it was right because Indians have done the
same. Oct. 17, 1863: I know that I have written a great many foolish - yes silly things in this book, and - well,
what of it? What if I have? Who s business is it? Who s going to read them? I am! Published by the Colorado
Historical Society.
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