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Charleston: Report of Secretary on the Operation of the Compulsory Work Law for the Year Ending June 19,
1918 To Hon. Jno. J. Cornwell, Chairman, and the Members of the State Council of Defense: The West Virginia
Legislature, at the second extraordinary session, May 14-26, 1918, enacted a compulsory work law, a statute
designed to prevent idleness and vagrancy during the period of the war. It was the first legislation of this
character enacted by any State of the Union and was an expression from the legislative branch of the
government defining the moral duty of those able-bodied citizens of the State who were not subject to the
operation of the selective service law. It was the aim of the Legislature by this enactment to compel every male
citizen who was physically able, between the ages of 16 and 60 years, to contribute not only to the support of
himself and those dependent upon him, but also to the support of the men who were called into the service of
the Nation. This act of the Legislature, which has since been popularly designated as the Idleness and Vagrancy
Act, was passed on May 19th and became effective thirty days after passage. The State Council of Defense will
recall that in September, 1917, | made a report to your honorable body, covering the operation of the act for a
period of two months, showing a total number of arrests of 183 in 25 towns and cities out of 54 municipalities
which reported as requested. At the expiration of one year from the date the statute became effective I...
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