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legislation -- United States. Excerpt: . .. ped land owned by the Town. It is desirable to the National Park Service
because it will provide a buffer between the Blue Ridge Parkway and adjacent developed areas. It will also
protect scenic views and enhance recreational opportunities on the Parkway. To ensure equity and
transparency, S. 1767 will require that any agreement between the NPS and the Town comply with all laws,
regulations, and policies regarding NPS land exchanges. This will require the NPS to conduct an appraisal of all
relevant land, while providing the authority to the Secretary to adjust acreage totals to guarantee a fair
exchange. The bill also requires the Secretary to make available a map of the exchanged lands for review by
local stakeholders. Land acquired by the NPS through this legislation will be administered as part of the Blue
Ridge Parkway, with the boundary of the Parkway automatically adjusted to reflect any new acquisitions. As
the most visited unit of the National Park System, the Parkway welcomes more than 20 million visitors annually
to North Carolina and Virginia. The Parkways more than 450 miles of scenic views support an estimated 2. 3
billion in local economic activity every year. As we look forward to celebrating the 75th anniversary of this
national treasure, this land exchange is an excellent opportunity to enhance the Blue Ridge Parkway visitor
experience at no cost to the federal government. Just the same, S. 1767 will ensure that the Town is able to
continue to provide safe and reliable drinking water throughout the Blowing Rock community, protecting
public health and...
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