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indexed. Not illustrated. 1831 Excerpt: .growth of many provinces in Peru, delighting in a dry argillaceous or
sandy soil, and growing on the declivities of the mountains, exposed to the intense heat of a vertical sun. Tt was
first discovered by Don Hypolito Ruiz in 1780, in the province of Tarma, and Xanca; and subsequently by the
same naturalist in the province of Huanuco, Huamalies, and Canta; and is found in abundance in the vicinity of
Lima, on the high-lands of Puelles, and other hilly districts. It flowers nearly throughout the year; but blossoms
most luxuriantly in October and November. It is gathered in large quantities, from which a beautiful extract is
prepared, which, as well as the root, is imported to Portugal for improving the colour, astringency, and
richness of red wine. From this use in the manufacturing of wine the Portuguese and Spanish merchants have
kept its properties so concealed, that in this country the root was unknown, till the captain of a Spanish ship
mentioned these facts to Dr. Reece; which induced him to apply to some Spanish merchants for further
information, who corroborated the account, with respect to a certain root being used as a colouring liquor; but
was unacquainted with its name. One of them afterwards furnished Dr. Reece with a preparation that in
Portugal was known by the name of wine colouring; it proved to be a saturated infusion of the root in brandy;
and the deep colour and richness it communicates to port wine...
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