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BookBaby, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Colin Lypka, Robert Lypka (illustrator). 221 x
165 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. From the author: In raising my own children to be inclusive
towards others, | am proud of their curiosity and challenged with frustration about the questions they ask. Let
me explain. | feel proud when my compassionate four-year old asks me questions about the abilities of a child
with physical challenges at her school: ?Mommy, Nicky is like a baby right?" or ?Nicky was crying today and his
helper said that he was cranky. Why do you think he was sad mommy?", and my intuitive seven-year old son
makes a statement such as,” Mommy, I think Nicky should be in his class with his classmates more. Why is he
not in his classroom?" Although | encourage my children to express their ideas and ask questions about issues
of fairness, | also feel discouraged and a little bit frustrated that their teachers are not able to challenge my
children and the rest of the students in ways that get them really thinking about the similarities they share with
children who seem at first glance to be so different from them. As an educator myself, | understand the many
challenges and pressures faced by elementary teachers today. Classrooms are more diverse than ever before
and meeting the expectations of the curriculum becomes a great task. As a researcher, | also recognize the
impact of shifting perceptions and practice for students with exceptionalities requires training and experiences
which all too often are not readily available and accessible for teachers. In conversations with other educators,
some colleagues, some friends and some strangers, | have come to understand that despite their best intentions
for including students with exceptionalities in their classrooms, even...
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